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A YEAR IN REVIEW 

Jackson County Residents: 

As we look back on 2025Σ LΩƳ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 

and accomplishments made throughout the Jackson County Parks 

system, all made possible by your continued support and passion for 

our community's parks. 

This year marked the seventh year of our 10-year dedicated parks 

millage, and significant progress continues on enhancing and 

maintaining your Jackson County Park system. The results speak for 

themselves. From the trail expansion to the new playground at 

Keeley ParkΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ 

recreational spaces. Our team has worked tirelessly to maintain over 

1,000 acres of natural beauty, provide unforgettable events like the 

July 3 fireworks at The Cascades, and ensure access to activities that 

ŜƴǊƛŎƘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ǿŀƛƴǎ [ŀƪŜΣ 

exploring the Falling Waters Trail, or attending a family night at the 

Cascades, we hope these parks bring joy and connection to your 

days. As you read this report, I invite you to reflect on the shared 

pride we have in our vibrant parks system and the community spirit 

that keeps it thriving. 

Thank you for your trust and support as we continue to make Jackson 

County Parks a place for everyone to enjoy. We look forward to 

another year of outdoor adventures and memorable experiences. 

Sincerely, 

 

Kyle Lewis, CPRP 
Parks Director 
 

 

Jackson County Parks Board  
At-Large Michael Way, Chair 
At-Large Janelle Merritt, Vice-Chair 
At-Large Kenny Price 
At Large David Elwell    
At-Large  Dr. Kevin Lavery   
At-Large  Kelly Grygiel  
At-Large  Crystal Pfeifer   
At-Large  Geoff Snyder   
Commissioner  Ray Snell   
Commissioner  Margie Walz   
Commissioner  James E. Shotwell, Jr. (Steve) 
 
Michael Overton, County Administrator 
 
Jackson County Board of Commissioners  
James E. Shotwell, Jr. (Steve), Chairman  
Corey Kennedy, Vice-Chair  
John Willis 
Philip Duckham 
Tony Bair 
 Darius Williams 
 Earl Poleski 
 Ray Snell 
 Margie Walz 
  
Jackson County Parks Staff Team 
Kyle Lewis, Parks Director 
Emily Thomas, Assistant Parks & Fair Director 
Jack McCloughan, Parks Superintendent 
Jessika Brown, Administrative Assistant 
Stacy Curtis, Assistant Fair Manager 
Jacey Hutchins, Parks Event Manager 
Josh Hunt, Parks Maintenance Supervisor 
Landon Gorzen, Parks Maintenance Supervisor 
Roy Michael, Mechanic & Irrigation Technician 
Brian Cowley, Parks Maintenance Worker 
Josh Barra, Parks Maintenance Worker 
Cruz Bogan, Parks Event Setup/Maintenance Worker 
Britton Robertson, Parks Event Setup/Maintenance 
Worker 
Laura Niecko, Parks Event Setup/Maintenance Worker 
Chuck Koboldt, Golf Course Superintendent  
Phil Fischmeister, Golf Operations Manager  
Mackenzie Rosenau, Intern 
Rylee Weeks, Intern 
Jacob Kosnik, Intern 
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Your 18 county parks include more than 1,000 acres of wooded and natural areas, beaches, 
trails, and more. With 12 properties situated on lakes, the Jackson County Parks Department 
provides public access for swimming and fishing, boating, kayaking/canoeing, picnicking, and 
group gatherings.  
 
The Jackson County Parks 
Department is highlighted by 
Sparks Foundation County 
Park, also known as Cascades 
Park. This park features an 
illuminated, colorful, man-
made waterfall amplified by 
fireworks on summer nights 
in Jackson. Opening in 1932, 
The Cascades is one of 
WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ 
attractions and has captivated 
locals and visitors from 
around the world. Sparks 
Foundation County Park also 
includes a public golf course, 
Cascades Golf Course, as well 
as paved trails, a splash pad, weekly concerts, picnic areas, pickleball courts and an ice cream 
shop.  
 
Additional highlights within the Jackson County Parks Department include James. J. Keeley Park, 

home of the Jackson County Fair and the American 1 Credit Union Event Center, as well as two 

campgrounds, and an extensive trail system ς highlighted by the Falling Waters Trail, which is 

part of a state-wide project known as the Iron Belle Trail and the Great-Lake-to-Lake Trail. 

Jackson County residents approved a 10-year millage on August 7, 2018, in order to establish a 

stable, long-term funding source for county parks. The 0.5 mills approved by voters generates 

over $2,800,000 per year to support county parks operations and capital improvements.   

Improvements to the Jackson County Park system are based on public input, safety concerns, a 

comprehensive 5-year Recreation plan, and a strategic plan that the Jackson County Parks 

Board of Commissioners adopted in 2018.  

 

JACKSON COUNTY PARKS 

OVERVIEW 
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¶ Improvements to playgrounds/playground safety 

V Full playground replacements have been implemented at Clark Lake, Portage Lake, 

Little Wolf Lake, Lime Lake, Clear Lake, and Horton Mill Pond. Playground 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘ [ŀƪŜΣ {ǿŀƛƴǎ [ŀƪŜΣ DƛƭƭŜǘǘŜΩǎ [ŀƪŜΣ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ 

Lake, Grass Lake, Minard Mills, and Round Lake.   

¶ Construct kayak/canoe launches, and fishing piers, creating improved access to lakes and 

rivers; Beachfront/public swimming areas improvements; Repair/reconstruction of boat 

launch areas within County Parks  

V Installation of a kayak/canoe launch at Vandercook Lake - Townsend Beaman County 

Park. The project improves access to the trailhead of the Upper Grand River Water 

Trail. 

V Replacement of seawall at Pleasant Lake County Park.  

V Boat launch improvements at Swains Lake, Vineyard Lake, Grass Lake, Round Lake, and 

Lime Lake with the addition of concrete planks and docks.  

¶ Improved existing county trail maintenance and develop new connections to a state-wide 

trail  

V Crack-sealing, sealcoating and resurfacing have occurred on the entire trail system 

within Cascades Park. Crack-sealing has occurred on the entire Falling Waters Trail, and 

appropriate sections have also been resurfaced  

V In 2025, a new 2.8-mile trail from Monroe Ave. to Cooper/Parnall was constructed, 

completing a connection from the County line (and, beyond) to Concord.  The route 

travels under I-94 at the Grand River and then follows Lansing Ave. to Parnall.  

¶ Construct permanent county park restrooms  

V Vault toilet restrooms have replaced portable toilet units at Clark Lake, Portage Lake, 

Vineyard Lake, and Cascades Park. Vault toilets are also available at Weatherwax Drive 

and Teft Road on the Falling Waters Trail.  

¶ Restoration of the Cascades  

V Replacement of fountain pumps and building roofs (2019), replacement of the primary 

electrical system (2020), and upgrades to the secondary electrical panels (2023).   

¶ Development of a community dog park  

V Preliminary planning and design in 2025 

2025 was year seven of a 10-year dedicated park millage.  

  

The Jackson County Parks Department communicated thoroughly throughout the millage 

campaign process on how the funds would be spent if the millage was successful. The 

educational campaign conveyed the following bullet points for park improvements: 
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JACKSON COUNTY PARKS 

COMMUNICATIONS

 
In an effort to be transparent on how park millage 

dollars are spent, Jackson County Parks utilizes a 

variety of methods to communicate park 

improvements and updates on the department.  

¶ This report is sent to all Chamber of 

Commerce members and township 

supervisors.   

¶ Presentations are made to local service 

clubs and organizations.  

¶ In the summer, we continued an annual 

social media campaign titled 

άTransformation Tuesdayέ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀ 

different park improvement project each 

week, including before and after pictures.    

¶ The Parks Department also had an 

informational booth at the Jackson County 

Fair. The booth featured pictures of park 

improvements, as well as park brochures 

and a calendar of events. 

¶ The Parks Department also continues to 

send monthly e-newsletter, utilizing a 

database of over 4,000 subscribers.  

¶ The Parks Department also utilizes local 

media to highlight projects and upcoming 

events.  
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¶ Submitted two grant applications to the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources. 

¶ Since 2019, the County Parks Department has 

partnered to secure $10.3 million dollars in grants 

and private donations for projects. 

¶ Managed 22 applications for various events 

within the park system. 

¶ 16 Picnic Shelters available to rent with 436 

reservations in 2025. 

¶ Managed six social media accounts on Facebook 

and Instagram. 

¶ Four total stage rentals to local schools and for 

various other community events. 

AROUND THE PARKS 

BCycle: 

¶ In its ninth season of operation, our BCycle bike 

rental program recorded 334 trips. A new 

docking station was installed.  

¶ On Two Wheels, a local bike shop, continues to 

be a great partner by providing in-kind routine 

maintenance and part replacement on the bikes.   

Paws in the Park: Sparks Park 

!ǇǊƛƭ CƻƻƭǎΩ aŀǊŀǘƘƻƴ ϧ рYΥ [ƛƳŜ [ŀƪŜ  

Boat Races: Grass Lake 

Tunnel to Towers: Sparks Park 
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Our park system includes two popular lakeside campgroundsτ

Pleasant Lake County Park in Henrietta Township and Swains 

Lake County Park near Concord. Each campground sits directly 

on the water and features a mix of non-electric, 30-amp, and 50-

amp sites. Campers enjoy access to playgrounds, picnic shelters, 

modern restroom and shower facilities, and inviting swimming 

areas that highlight the natural beauty of each park.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Camping Attendance at Swains Lake County Park & 

Pleasant Lake County Park  

¶ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ [ŀƪŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŎŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

total of 479 reservations, which included 1,874 

reservations days. The average stay at Pleasant 

Lake County Park was 4 days.   

¶ Swainǎ [ŀƪŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŎŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

total of 668 reservations, which included 2,379 

reservations days.  The average stay at Swains 

Lake County Park was 3.8 days.  

 CAMPGROUNDS 
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The Cascades is the result of one 

man's dream to do something 

special for the people of Jackson 

and to build an attraction that 

would provide visitors with a 

positive impression of the city. 

That man was Captain William 

Sparks. 

The Cascade Falls opened to a 

crowd of 25,000 people on May 9, 

1932, Captain Sparksõ 59th 

birthday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

¶ Attendance at the Cascades was 10,581 and the Splash Pad was 7,559 

for a total of 18,140 for the 2025 season.  

¶ Sponsored by Jackson Little Caesars and Alro Steel, we hosted three 

firework shows, and nine family nights.  

¶ Sponsored by Alro Plastics we held nine free Rotary Bandshell concerts. 

¶ We kicked off the season with the Beginning of Summer Celebration 

sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Jackson, giving free entry, pizza, and 

ice cream to attendees. 

¶ 202р ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άSummerweenέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎŎŀŘŜǎΦ ! ƴŜǿ 

event to close out the season and welcome the start of fall.  

 

 THE CASCADES 



HEALTHY   ACTIVE    COMMUNITY    2025 ANNUAL REPORT 

Page | 9  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESTORATION OF THE CASCADES 
 

¶ The Jackson County Parks Board passed a motion to re-ignite the Champions Team, a local 

group of Cascades advocates, and formalize a capital campaign plan to raise the 

remaining dollars to finalize major structural and mechanical improvements to the 

Cascades.  

¶ The committee produced marketing materials and a communication plan was put in place 

for the summer months to increase awareness of the campaign.  

¶ The fund-raising campaign, along with a state appropriation request, was successful, and 

the goal was met to move toward design and construction.  

¶ In November, the Jackson County Board of Commissioners accepted a proposal from 

Spicer Engineering Group for design services to replace the mechanical portion of the 

Falls.  

¶ Design will wrap up in early 2026, and construction will take place after the 2026 season.  
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tǳƳǇǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ   
 AMERICAN 1 

EVENT CENTER 

¶ 2025 marked our fifth year in operation, we 

continued to see a strong mix of new shows 

alongside our returning and well-established 

clients. 

¶ This past year, we focused on retaining our existing 

shows and events while also working to attract 

new clients and expos to the Event Center. 

¶ 160 events were held with 211 event days in 2025. 

 

 

The American 1 Event Center is made up of a 30,000 

square foot space that can be transformed into a cozy 

environment perfect for celebrating the events that create 

memories that last the longest. Flexible space creates an 

intimate setting for wedding receptions, banquets, 

corporate events and parties for as many as 600 seated 

ƎǳŜǎǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΣ 

consumer or trade shows, and business meetings. 



HEALTHY   ACTIVE    COMMUNITY    2025 ANNUAL REPORT 

Page | 11  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWER BALLROOM  

The 4,800 square foot space is a one-of-a-kind 

space that is perfect for celebrating your 

special event. This unique design creates a 

stunning setting for wedding receptions, 

private parties, and corporate events for as 

many as 200 seated guests. 

¶ Now in its fourth full year of operation, 

the Tower Ballroom is seeing an increase 

in events throughout the year including 

weddings, proms, and business meetings 

¶ The Tower Ballroom hosted 37 events in 

2025 and is projected to see an increase 

for 2026.    
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 PARK MAINTENANCE 

& OPERATIONS   

¶ 24,000 acres mowed annually 

¶ 1,000 Miles of trail plowed annually in addition 

to parking lots 

¶ Seasonal work on buildings and facilities-fall 

winterization and spring start up 

¶ Equipment and vehicle maintenance 

¶ Inspections, testing, permitting, licensing work 

for operations and projects 

¶ Installation of seven memorial benches six 

memorial trees 

¶ Playground safety and surfacing maintenance 

¶ Restroom cleaning 

¶ Graffiti removal 

¶ Storm/Weather response and clean up 

¶ Water supply system maintenance and testing 

¶ Fencing, gate, driveway, and building and 

structure maintenance and repairs 

¶ Electric and plumbing maintenance, repairs and 

upgrades 

¶ Special event and programming setup, support 

and teardown 
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 PARK IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

Improving playground equipment and playground safety: 

WŀƳŜǎΦ W YŜŜƭŜȅ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ 

recorded history. Home of the Jackson County Fair for the past 

171 years, this 44-ŀŎǊŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎΣ YŜŜƭŜȅ tŀǊƪ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

Michigan State Fair nine times over the course of two decades. 

Located in the heart of downtown Jackson, Keeley Park truly 

brings rural and agricultural education to the City.  

The Jackson County Fair is not only the longest running special 

event in the area, but it is also the largest. With attendance 

close to 100,000/year, the Jackson County Fair includes a 

carnival, food, grandstand shows, and, of course, exhibits. The 

exhibits are truly what the County Fair is all about, and the 

experience that youth gain by raising and showing their animals 

is immeasurable. Showing animals at the fair teaches 

responsibility, time management, work ethic, accountability, 

and builds their confidence. 

While the Jackson County Fair is significant, local leadership 

desired this 44-acre park to become more of a year-round 

facility. In 2016, the County hired a consultant to complete a 

master planning process. The process included input from 

stakeholders and park users, and the result was design 

recommendations for future improvements to bring year-round 

usage to the park. Other than demolition of several structures, 

and the construction of one barn, no major renovation had 

taken place to the grounds since the 1920s.  

A significant step toward year-round usage at Keeley Park 

occurred in 2020 when Jackson County Parks opened a 30,000 

square foot event center. Known as the American 1 Credit 

Union Event Center, this flexible facility hosts over 160 

events/year. Keeley Park now sees close to 234,000 visits 

annually. Beyond the County Fair, Keeley Park now includes a 

wide range of professional tradeshows, weddings receptions, 

banquets, and business meetings just to name a few.  



HEALTHY   ACTIVE    COMMUNITY    2025 ANNUAL REPORT 

Page | 14  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After: Horton Mill County Park Playground 

Improving playground equipment and playground safety continued: 

The next step toward significant year-round use at Keeley Park occurred in 2025 with the addition of a new 

ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ άŎƻƻƪƛŜ-ŎǳǘǘŜǊΣέ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘ ς staff at Jackson 

County Parks wanted to celebrate the long-standing roots of the park and incorporate a theme. The result 

includes play pieces that represent a barn and farm animals. The playground has been more popular than 

ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǳǎŀƎŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘe playground is 

popular before and after the 160 events that are held at Keeley Park. Beyond the events, Keeley Park is 

situated in an urban environment, and many people walk their kids to the playground on a daily basis. 

The playground has also served as a benefit to patrons attending the Jackson County Fair. For a family to 

attend the County Fair and purchase ride tickets as well as food, the costs begin to add up and can serve as 

a barrier to attendance. Having the playground in place serves as a free activity for families to enjoy.    

This project was fully funded in donations and made possible because of generous support from the Alvin 

DƭƛŎƪ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ά¢ƘŜ !ƭǾƛƴ DƭƛŎƪ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

well-ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀȅground offers a fantastic space for kids to be active, enjoy 

the fresh air, and experience the joy of outdoor play in a fun, farm-ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƴŘȅ DƭƛŎƪΣ 

President of the Alvin Glick Foundation. 

The playground was designed with inclusive play pieces as well as synthetic turf, to provide a firm and stable 

surface that is easy to navigate in a mobility device. Jackson County Parks worked close with disability 

Connections on the design, as well as specific play pieces.  
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Trail Improvements:  
Trail Construction: Construction was completed on the new trail segment from Monroe Ave. to 

Cooper/Parnall. The Mike Levine Extension ς Ann Arbor Jewish Connection Trail ς extends just under three 

miles and fills a critical gap in the local and state-wide trail network. 

Jackson County Park has been actively working on this project since 2017. In 2017, the Jackson County Park 

Board adopted a strategic plan that included: Strategic Priority #5 ς Expand trail systems. Goal: Create a 

trail system throughout the community that will provide opportunity for recreation as well as alternative 

modes of transportation. 

Strategy 5.1 

¶ Expand and enhance opportunities for recreational trail experiences to promote exercise, health, 
and wellness and provide opportunities for non-motorized transportation. 

Strategy 5.2 

¶ Pursue funding for additional facilities and resources on trails (restrooms, lighting, etc.). 
Strategy 5.3 

¶ Develop a terrestrial plan that will connect communities and trail systems. 
 

Public Input/Surveys: A survey and public involvement was included in the 5-year Recreation plan that 
was adopted in December of 2019. Approximately 86% of respondents strongly agreed or agreed that a 
regional trail system should continue to be developed. This trail project was identified as a top priority in 
the most recent City of Jackson and Jackson County Joint Non-Motorized Plan and Recreation Plan, and in 
the Blackman Charter Township Parks and Recreation Plan. 
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Trail Improvements Continued:  
Trail Funding: The County has been awarded a 

total of $2,984,700 in grant funding from the 

Michigan Department of Transportation 

(Transportation Alternatives Program TAP), 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

(Trust Fund, Recreation Trails Program, Iron 

Belle Challenge Funds), and Iron Belle 

Foundation. In addition to the grant funding, 

the County also received $800,000 from trail 

advocate, Mike Levine. In total, the County has 

$3,784,700 available in funding from outside 

sources.  

Regional Connectivity: With this trail 

completed, there is now a 110-mile contiguous 

trail from Keeley Park to Richmond, MI; The trail 

directly connects to the Mike Levine Lakelands 

Trail State Park, the Huron Valley Trail, Island 

Lake Pathway, Michigan Air Line Trail, West 

Bloomfield Trail, Clinton River Trail, and the 

Macomb Orchard Trail.  This project not only 

extends the trail system in Jackson County, but 

is also part of a grander vision as its part of the 

Route 1 Great Lake-to-Lake Trail, which extends 

across the state for about 275 miles from South 

Haven to Port Huron, and the statewide 

Michigan Iron Belle Trail, extending more than 

2,000 miles from the far western tip of the 

Upper Peninsula to Belle Isle in Detroit. 

Millage Campaign/Trails: The Jackson County 

Parks Department communicated thoroughly 

throughout the millage campaign process on 

how the funds would be spent if the millage was 

successful. The educational campaign conveyed 

the following bullet point for park 

improvementsΥ άImproved existing county trail 

maintenance and develop new connections to a 

state-ǿƛŘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭΦέ 

The boardwalk on the east end of the lagoons at 

Sparks Foundation County Park received new decking 

boards, as well as the foot bridge that runs parallel to 

Denton Road. Both projects were be completed in 

late November. The entire trail system at Sparks 

Foundation County Park was also seal-coated to 

extend the life of the asphalt.   
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άConstruct permanent County Park Restroomsέ 

In line with our goal to replace portable toilets with 

permanent toilets, two vault toilet restrooms were installed 

in 2025 ς one at Clark Lake County Park, and another near 

the South Shelter at Sparks Foundation County Park.   

A third restroom building was relocated from just south of 

the splash pad closer to Cascades Ice Cream. The relocated 

unit will better serve park visitors as it will be more 

accessible, and provide easy access to the pickleball courts, 

Cascades Ice Cream, and the playground at Sparks 

Foundation County Park.   

 

Picnic Shelter Roofing Replacement Projects:  

 Jackson County operates and maintains various facilities 

throughout its park system, including picnic shelters and 

restroom facilities. Park staff have analyzed the existing 

conditions of all County Park parking facilities to determine 

priorities for improvement projects and have prioritized 

accordingly. In 2023, roofs replacements included two picnic 

shelters and a restroom facility at Vandercook Lake, two 

picnic shelters at Pleasant Lake County Park, and one picnic 

shelter at Sparks Foundation County Park. In 2024, roofs 

replacements included picnic shelters at Grass Lake County 
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Park, and also a restroom facility roof at Grass Lake County 

Park 

2025 improvements included removal and disposal of 

existing roofing surface material and underlayment, and 

installation of new standing seam metal roof of 24 gauge 

steel. The locations for these proposed improvements 

included picnic shelters at Alfred R Snyder County Park - 

Horton Mill Pond, Minard Mills County Park, Swains Lake 

County Park (2). Also replaced was a restroom facility roof at 

Minard Mills County Park.   

 


