Population
Trends & Projections

Waterloo Township's population has been rising
steadily for the past fifty years, growing from 908
persons in 1940 to 2,830 persons in 1990. The
Township has more than tripled the growth of Jack-
son County as a whole during three of the past four
decades and, during the 1980's, exhibited a 15.8%
population growth rate compared to the County's
negative 1.1% growth (see Table C-1). No other
municipality in the County exceeded a 10% growth
rate during this period. The Township, like many of

the municipalities in the County, lost population
between 1980 and 1990 due to, in part, the closing
of major facilities by employers like Goodyear
Company, Gilbert/fCommonwealth Company, and
Clark Equipment Company. The Michigan Depart-
ment of Management and Budget estimated
Waterloo Township's 1996 population to be 2,919,
reflecting a 3.1% growth rate since 1990. This rate
is comparable to the County’'s 3.2% rate during the
same period, and somewhat less than the State’s
4.3% rate.

FIGURE C+1

Waterloo Township Population Growth

(according to U.S. Census)
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TABLE C-1
Population Trends & Growth Rates
U.S. Census Bureau

(growth rates indicated by “%")

908 93,108 5 256 106

924 18% | 107,926 | 159% 6,371,766 | 17.6%
1,638 | 773% | 131,994 | 23% 7,823,194 18.6%
1,788 | 92% 143,274 | 86% 8,881,826 | 17.9%
2,444 | 367% | 151,495 | S57% 9,262,078 41%
2,830 | 158% | 149,756 | 11% 9,295,297 0.4%
2,919 | 31% 151,740 | 32% 9,423,427 4.3%

* Mlchlgan Department of Management and Budget population estimate

Estimating future population growth in the Town-
ship can provide important insights into identifying
future land use and public services needs. Project-
ing the growth of a community's population over a
prescribed period of time is not an exact science.
The unpredictable factors which can affect growth
make any set of population projections somewhat
speculative. By using several projection tech-
niques, a range of growth estimates can be
generated and this is most useful.

The current trend approach assumes that the
Township will continue to grow at a rate similar to
that estimated between 1990 and 1996 (5.2% every
ten years). The historical trend approach assumes

the Township will grow at a rate reflective of the
Township's average growth rate between the years
1960 and 1990 (20.6% every ten years). The ratio
frend projection assumes the Township will con-
tinue to capture that portion of the county
population which it captured in 1990 (1.9%), and
utilizes county population projections prepared by
the Michigan Department of Management and
Budget (MDMB). The MDMB has not prepared
population projections for local municipalities at this
time. (see Table C-2).

An average of the resulting projections yields a
population of 3,788 in year 2020.

TABLE C-2
Population Projections
ijaaﬁm Year | Year | Year

2000 2040 i 2080

2,977 3.132 3 295

3,412 4,115 4,963

! ) 2,977 3,048 3,105
Avaraga of ?rajecﬁnns 3,122 3,432 3,788
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Social and Economic
Characteristics

The 1990 Waterloo Township population reflected
a more homogeneous racial population than both
the County and State, with approximately 94% of
the Township population being white (see Table C-
3).

The 1990 age structure of Waterloo Township was
not significantly different than that of the County
and State as a whole, with approximately two thirds
of the population falling between 18 and 65 years
of age. The 1990 median age of Waterloo Town-
ship residents was 32.6 years. This median age is
identical to that of the County and slightly below
that for the State as a whole. Like the rest of State
and Country, the Township is showing signs of
maturing. The Township's median age of 27.6 in
1880 was five years lower than its 1990 median
age.

The 1990 Census recorded 928 households and
683 families in Waterloo Township. The average
household size was 2.8 persons per household. Of
all the households in the Township, approximately
68% included a married couple. This percentage
was significantly higher than the County and State
as a whole. Non-married family households com-
prised approximately 10% of all Township
households, the vast majority of which consisted of
a female householder. Only one in every five
households in the Township was a non-family
household in 1990. (see Table C-5)

According to the 1990 U.S. Census approximately
76% of the employed Waterioo Township work
force was employed outside of Jackson County and
just under 50% worked less than a half hours
commuting time from their residence. The com-
paratively high percentage of long commute times
and workers employed outside of Jackson County

is due, in part, to the Township’s location in the
northeast comer of the County and the relative
proximity of employment centers outside of the
County including Ann Arbor and Lansing. (see Ta-
ble C-6).

As in the County and State as a whole, the three
principal employment industries for Township
workers were manufacturing, professional and re-
lated services, and retail trade (Table C-7). These
three industries accounted for approximately 65%
of all Township workers employment. The Town-
ship’s work force reflected significantly higher
employment rates than the County and State in the
manufacturing industry and significantly lower em-
ployment rates in the retail trade industry.

The Township’s household and family income
characteristics generally place the Township in a
more prosperous position than the County as a
whole, and in a somewhat equal position with State
(Table C-8). The Township’s rate of families below
poverty level was less than half that of both the
County and State.

According to the 1990 U.S. Census, receiving a
high school diploma was the highest education at-
tainment level for approximately 35% of all
Township residents 25 years of age or more. Con-
ditions are generally similar for the County and
State as a whole. However, Waterloo Township
reflects a considerably higher percentage of per-
sons who went on to receive some level of college
education as compared to the County. The State
surpassed both Waterloo Township and the County
for residents continuing on to actually receive a
college, graduate, or professional degree (see Ta-
ble C-9).

TABLE C-3

Race, 1990

(by percent)

Source: 1990 U.S. Census
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TABLE C4
Age, 1990
(by percent)

JRCKSON - BIATELF
OPNSHIE . COuNTY" MIGHIGAN
24 8 258 26.5
66.6 61.8 61.6
8.6 12.4 11.9
32.6 32.6 33.4
H‘S‘;L‘;rce: 1800 U.S. Census
TABLE C-5
Household Type, 1990

(by percent)

”'Source 1990U S. Census

TABLE C-6
Place of, and Distance to Work, 1990

(employed persons at least 16 years of age, by percent)

residanm 23.8 80.8 73.9
Waorked outside County

resid 76.2 18.5 24.6

0.0 0.7 1.5

1.0 2.4 2.5

48.2 76.0 71.0

40.3 16.3 22.4

ﬁ minutes or more 10.5 5.2 4.1

Source: 1890 U.S. Census
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TABLE C-7

Employment by Industry, 1990
(employed persons 16 years and older, by percent)

WATERLEKD : i BTATEOF
TOWNSHIF &@ﬂ nw : Mi&ﬁiﬁm
37.6 " 25.2 246 |
18.4 21.4 23.3
9.5 18.8 18.0
9.2 4.5 4.9
46 3.7 47
: 4.4 3.2 3.4
Persmatl entertainment
and recreation services 4.0 3.8 39
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries, and mining 3.3 2.0 2.0
Finance, insurance, and
3.2 4.0 54
2.8 3.7 4.0
at 2.0 4.8 38
ﬂemmﬁmzatmns and
| other public ulifities 1.9 4.9 2.1
Source: 1920 U.S. Census
TABLE C-8

Income (§), 1989

!evel {paemam: af aII 3.7 9.4 9.1
families}
Saurce: 1920 U.S. Census
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TABLE C-8

Education Attainment, 1990
(for persons 25 years of age, by percent)

Source: 1920 U.S. Census
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